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Development Policy 5 Additional Structures

ARMADALE

1. Introduction

Policy purpose
This policy clarifies when proposals for additional structures require development approval and 
provides performance standards to guide the assessment of development applications when 
development approval is required.

Background
The occasional improvement of existing properties with the addition of minor structures and devices 
is a normal and expected part of development and renewal. In seeking to develop streetscapes that 
contribute to a quality, cohesive and legible public realm, DevelopmentWA supports the addition of 
minor structures to properties that are in keeping with the quality streetscapes and buildings within the 
redevelopment area.

Additional structures added to properties, such as front fences, patios, solar panels and satellite 
dishes, are intended to enhance the use and enjoyment of the property. However, additional structures 
must be well designed, of high quality and appropriately sized and located, so as to not adversely affect 
the amenity of the streetscape or adjoining properties. It is also important that the collective amount of 
additional structures on a property do not contribute to visual clutter that detracts from the amenity of 
the area.

Legislative framework
This policy: Development Policy 5 Additional Structures is part of the statutory planning framework for 
the Armadale Redevelopment Area. It is to be read in conjunction with the Armadale Redevelopment 
Scheme and any other development policies and design guidelines that may apply.

Where the policy applies
This policy applies to all additional structures proposed in the Armadale Redevelopment Area.

For information regarding the special requirements for additional structures for heritage places, please 
refer to Development Policy 2 Heritage Places.

ARMADALE

Development Policy 5 
Additional Structures

DevelopmentWA is the State Government’s land development agency which brings together 
the work of Western Australian Land Authority (formerly trading as LandCorp, now trading 
as DevelopmentWA) (WALA) and the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA). Although 
DevelopmentWA is the common brand, both MRA and WALA will continue to operate as separate 
legal entities.

For the purposes of the Armadale Redevelopment Scheme, DevelopmentWA is acting through 
the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority under the powers of the Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Authority Act 2011 (MRA Act).
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ARMADALE

2.Policy Provisions

Objectives
• To facilitate the improvement, use and enjoyment of properties by supporting the installation of 

well-considered additional structures;

• To support the installation of additional structures that help achieve a balance between built 
form, streetscape and environmental outcomes;

• To guide the location and installation of additional structures to maintain the amenity of existing 
buildings, neighbouring properties and the surrounding public realm; and

• To clarify when additional structures are not generally considered to be development under the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Regulations 2011 and therefore do not require development 
approval.
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Criteria for additional structures not requiring development approval
DevelopmentWA considers that some minor additional structures do not constitute development under 
the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Act 2011 and therefore do not require development approval. 
Satisfying the following criteria would generally result in a proposed additional structure not requiring 
development approval from DevelopmentWA.

A1  Additional structures are to be well designed, installed in a professional manner and   
  constructed from durable, quality materials that are compatible with the building   
  and locality; and

A2 Designed and located to ensure there is no detrimental impacts on the amenity enjoyed by  
	 	 adjoining	places	or	neighbours	by	overshadowing,	or	emissions	(including	light,	reflection,		
  heat, wind, noise or odour); and is

• An environmental device located to the rear of the building or site, or on the roof of a 
building, if affixed at the same pitch of the roof;

• A communication device that is small scale, not visible from the street and setback 
1.5 metres from rear or side property boundaries, for grouped or multiple dwellings be 
communal with one antennae servicing several buildings;

• A boundary structure behind the front setback, less than 1.2 metres in height, at least 
75% visually permeable and truncated at road and cross-over (driveway) intersections;

• A residential addition to a single or grouped dwelling that is lightweight, easily removable 
and satisfies the applicable State Planning Policy 7.3 - Residential Design Codes Volume 
1 (deemed-to-comply), Design Guideline and/or Local Development Plan requirements in 
relation to setback, height, open space and outdoor living area;

• Window screening applied at ground level or street level of a building that is 100%visually 
permeable and has less than 10% reflectivity;

• Window screening applied above ground floor or street level of a building that does not 
enclose balcony areas, is 50% visually permeable and has low reflectivity;

• Piped or wired services not visible from the street or neighbouring properties or 
screened with landscaping or materials that match the building; or

• Side or Rear Fencing, not considered to be a boundary structure, that is less than or equal 
to 1.8 metres in height.

Notes:

Where a proposal does not meet the above criteria, an application for development approval should be 
lodged with DevelopmentWA.

Not requiring development approval does not constitute an exemption or approval under any other 
legislation or under any other Commonwealth, State or local government requirements. It is the 
landowner’s responsibility to obtain all necessary permits and approvals.
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ARMADALE

3. Development Approval Requirements

Development applications for additional structures must clearly demonstrate that the proposal meets 
the Performance Standards for Development Approval (section 4) and that the proposal is consistent 
with the principles and provisions of the Armadale Redevelopment Scheme and any other statutory 
provisions that may apply, including:

• the objectives of this policy;

• other development policies; and

• design guidelines for the site.

4. Performance Standards for Development Approval

P1. The additional structure improves the amenity of the property by:

• enhancing the enjoyment, use or environmental sustainability of the property;

• being compatible with the design, character, materials and colour scheme of the existing 
building; and

• demonstrating an appropriate level of restraint in scale, bulk and collective number of additional 
structures on the site.

P2. The additional structure supports the amenity of surrounding properties and the public realm by:

• being appropriately located and positioned on the building or site with intrusive structures 
located towards the rear of the site or obscured from view;

• equipment and infrastructure being integrated into the design of the building or appropriately 
screened; and

• prioritising the activation and safety of the public realm by maintaining visual permeability of 
windows and boundary structures at street level.

P3. The additional structure supports the Authority’s vision for the relevant locality by:

• being consistent with the residential or business activity of the site; and

• being compatible with the intended character and amenity of the streetscape and public realm of 
the area.
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5. Glossary of Terms

Additional Structure   a minor or ancillary structure, device or equipment added to an   
     existing dwelling, building or surrounding site

Additional structures can include, but are not limited to:

Boundary Structures   Fences and gates adjacent to streets or public places

Communication Devices  Satellite dishes, radio masts and antennas

Environmental Devices   Solar panels, wind turbines, greenwalls and rain water tanks

Piped and Wired Services  Hot water systems, air conditioning units and service meters

Residential Additions   Shade sails, patios, pergolas, garages, carports, small sheds

Side and Rear Fencing   Fences on the boundary between a lot and any other parcel of land,  
     excluding a boundary adjacent to streets or public places

Window Screening   Roller shutters, window tinting or decorative films, sun shades and  
     privacy screens

Document Control
Adoption date: 16 August 2017

Amendment No. Adoption Date Description

1 30 August 2021 Residential Addition exemption criterion 
amendment
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CENTRAL PERTH

1. Introduction

Policy purpose
This policy clarifies when proposals for additional structures require development approval and 
provides performance standards to guide the assessment of development applications when 
development approval is required.

Background
The occasional improvement of existing properties with the addition of minor structures and devices 
is a normal and expected part of development and renewal. In seeking to develop streetscapes that 
contribute to a quality, cohesive and legible public realm, DevelopmentWA supports the addition of 
minor structures to properties that are in keeping with the quality streetscapes and buildings within the 
redevelopment area.

Additional structures added to properties, such as front fences, patios, solar panels and satellite 
dishes, are intended to enhance the use and enjoyment of the property. However, additional structures 
must be well designed, of high quality and appropriately sized and located, so as to not adversely affect 
the amenity of the streetscape or adjoining properties. It is also important that the collective amount of 
additional structures on a property do not contribute to visual clutter that detracts from the amenity of 
the area.

Legislative framework
This policy: Development Policy 5 Additional Structures is part of the statutory planning framework 
for the Central Perth Redevelopment Area. It is to be read in conjunction with the Central Perth 
Redevelopment Scheme and any other development policies and design guidelines that may apply.

Where the policy applies
This policy applies to all additional structures proposed in the Central Perth Redevelopment Area.

For information regarding the special requirements for additional structures for heritage places, please 
refer to Development Policy 2 Heritage Places.

DevelopmentWA is the State Government’s land development agency which brings together 
the work of Western Australian Land Authority (formerly trading as LandCorp, now trading 
as DevelopmentWA) (WALA) and the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA). Although 
DevelopmentWA is the common brand, both MRA and WALA will continue to operate as separate 
legal entities.

For the purposes of the Central Perth Redevelopment Scheme, DevelopmentWA is acting 
through the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority under the powers of the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Authority Act 2011 (MRA Act).

CENTRAL PERTH

Development Policy 5 
Additional Structures
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CENTRAL PERTH

2.Policy Provisions

Objectives
• To facilitate the improvement, use and enjoyment of properties by supporting the installation of 

well-considered additional structures;

• To support the installation of additional structures that help achieve a balance between built 
form, streetscape and environmental outcomes;

• To guide the location and installation of additional structures to maintain the amenity of existing 
buildings, neighbouring properties and the surrounding public realm; and

• To clarify when additional structures are not generally considered to be development under the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Regulations 2011 and therefore do not require development 
approval.
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Criteria for additional structures not requiring development approval
DevelopmentWA considers that some minor additional structures do not constitute development under 
the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Act 2011 and therefore do not require development approval. 
Satisfying the following criteria would generally result in a proposed additional structure not requiring 
development approval from DevelopmentWA.

A1  Additional structures are to be well designed, installed in a professional manner and   
  constructed from durable, quality materials that are compatible with the building   
  and locality; and

A2 Designed and located to ensure there is no detrimental impacts on the amenity enjoyed by  
	 	 adjoining	places	or	neighbours	by	overshadowing	or	emissions	(including	light,	refl	ection,		
  heat, wind, noise or odour); and is

• An environmental device located to the rear of the building or site and not visible from the 
street;

• A communication device that is small scale, not visible from the street and set back 1.5 
metres from rear or side property boundaries;

• A boundary structure less than 1.2 metres in height, at least 75% visually permeable and 
truncated at road and cross-over (driveway) intersections;

• A residential addition to a single or grouped dwelling that is lightweight, easily removable 
and satisfies the applicable State Planning Policy 7.3 - Residential Design Codes Volume 
1 (deemed-to-comply), Design Guideline and/or Local Development Plan requirements in 
relation to setback, height, open space and outdoor living area;

• Façade screening applied above ground fl oor or street level of a building that does not 
enclose balcony areas, is 50% visually permeable and has low reflectivity; or 

• Window screening applied above ground floor or street level of a building that does not 
enclose balcony areas, is 50% visually permeable and has low reflectivity; or a

• Piped or wired services not visible from the street or neighbouring properties or 
screened with landscaping or materials that match the building.

Notes:

Where a proposal does not meet the above criteria, an application for development approval should be 
lodged with DevelopmentWA.

Not requiring development approval does not constitute an exemption or approval under any other 
legislation or under any other Commonwealth, State or local government requirements. It is the 
landowner’s responsibility to obtain all necessary permits and approvals.
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CENTRAL PERTH

3. Development Approval Requirements

Development applications for additional structures must clearly demonstrate that the proposal meets 
the Performance Standards for Development Approval (section 4) and that the proposal is consistent 
with the principles and provisions of the Central Perth Redevelopment Scheme and any other statutory 
provisions that may apply, including:

• the objectives of this policy;

• other development policies; and

• design guidelines for the site.

4. Performance Standards for Development Approval

P1. The additional structure improves the amenity of the property by:

• enhancing the enjoyment, use or environmental sustainability of the property;

• being compatible with the design, character, materials and colour scheme of the existing 
building; and

• demonstrating an appropriate level of restraint in scale, bulk and collective number of additional 
structures on the site.

P2. The additional structure supports the amenity of surrounding properties and the public realm by:

• being appropriately located and positioned on the building or site with intrusive structures 
located towards the rear of the site or obscured from view;

• equipment and infrastructure being integrated into the design of the building or appropriately 
screened; and

• prioritising the activation and safety of the public realm by maintaining visual permeability of 
windows and boundary structures at street level.

P3. The additional structure supports the Authority’s vision for the relevant locality by:

• being consistent with the residential or business activity of the site; and

• being compatible with the intended character and amenity of the streetscape and public realm of 
the area.
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CENTRAL PERTH

5. Glossary of Terms

Additional Structure   A minor or ancillary structure, device or equipment added to an   
     existing dwelling, building or surrounding site.

Additional structures can include, but are not limited to:

Boundary Structures   Fences and gates adjacent to streets or public places

Communication Devices  Satellite dishes and antennas

Environmental Devices   Solar panels and rain water tanks

Façade Screening   Roller shutters, window tinting, sun shades and privacy screens

Piped and wired services  Hot water systems, air conditioning units and service meters

Residential additions  Fences on the boundary between a lot and any other parcel of land,  
     excluding a boundary adjacent to streets or public places

Document Control
Adoption date: 24 March 2015

Amendment No. Adoption Date Description

1 30 August 2021 Residential Addition exemption criterion 
amendment
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METRONET EAST

1. Introduction

Policy purpose
This policy clarifies when proposals for additional structures require development approval and provides 
performance standards to guide the assessment of development applications when development approval 
is required.

Background
The occasional improvement of existing properties with the addition of minor structures and devices is a 
normal and expected part of development and renewal. In seeking to develop streetscapes that contribute 
to a quality, cohesive and legible public realm, DevelopmentWA supports the addition of minor structures 
to properties that are in keeping with the quality streetscapes and buildings within the redevelopment 
area.

Additional structures added to properties, such as front fences, patios, solar panels and satellite dishes, 
are intended to enhance the use and enjoyment of the property. However, additional structures must be 
well designed, of high quality and appropriately sized and located, so as to not adversely affect the amenity 
of the streetscape or adjoining properties. It is also important that the collective amount of additional 
structures on a property do not contribute to visual clutter that detracts from the amenity of the area.

Legislative framework
This policy: Development Policy 5 Additional Structures is part of the statutory planning framework 
for the Central Perth Redevelopment Area. It is to be read in conjunction with the METRONET East  
Redevelopment Scheme and any other development policies and design guidelines that may apply.

Where the policy applies
This policy applies to all additional structures proposed in the Midland Redevelopment Area (METRONET 
East.

For information regarding the special requirements for additional structures for heritage places, please 
refer to Development Policy 2 Heritage Places.

DevelopmentWA is the State Government’s land development agency which brings together 
the work of Western Australian Land Authority (formerly trading as LandCorp, now trading 
as DevelopmentWA) (WALA) and the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA). Although 
DevelopmentWA is the common brand, both MRA and WALA will continue to operate as separate 
legal entities.

For the purposes of the METRONET East Redevelopment Scheme, DevelopmentWA is acting 
through the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority under the powers of the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Authority Act 2011 (MRA Act).

METRONET EAST

Development Policy 5 
Additional Structures
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METRONET EAST

2.Policy Provisions

Objectives
• To facilitate the improvement, use and enjoyment of properties by supporting the installation of 

well-considered additional structures;

• To support the installation of additional structures that help achieve a balance between built 
form, streetscape and environmental outcomes;

• To guide the location and installation of additional structures to maintain the amenity of existing 
buildings, neighbouring properties and the surrounding public realm; and

• To clarify when additional structures are not generally considered to be development under the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Regulations 2011 and therefore do not require development 
approval.
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METRONET EAST

Criteria for additional structures not requiring development approval
DevelopmentWA considers that some minor additional structures do not constitute development under 
the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Act 2011 and therefore do not require development approval. 
Satisfying the following criteria would generally result in a proposed additional structure not requiring 
development approval from DevelopmentWA.

A1  Additional structures are to be well designed, installed in a professional manner and   
  constructed from durable, quality materials that are compatible with the building   
  and locality; and

A2 Designed and located to ensure there is no detrimental impacts on the amenity enjoyed by  
	 	 adjoining	places	or	neighbours	by	overshadowing	or	emissions	(including	light,	reflection,		
  heat, wind, noise or odour); and is

• An environmental device located to the rear of the building or site or on the roof of a 
building, if affixed at the same pitch as the roof;

• A communication device that is small scale, not visible from the street and set back 
1.5 metres from rear or side property boundaries, for grouped or multiple dwellings be 
communal with one antennae servicing several dwellings;

• A boundary structure behind the front setback, less than 1.2 metres in height, at least 
75% visually permeable and truncated at road and cross-over (driveway) intersections;

• A residential addition to a single or grouped dwelling that is lightweight, easily removable 
and satisfies the applicable State Planning Policy 7.3 - Residential Design Codes Volume 
1 (deemed-to-comply), Design Guideline and/or Local Development Plan requirements in 
relation to setback, height, open space and outdoor living area;

• Facade screening applied above ground floor or street level of a building that does not 
enclose balcony areas, is 50% visually permeable and has low reflectivity; or a

• Piped or wired services not visible from the street or neighbouring properties or 
screened with landscaping or materials that match the building.

Notes:

Where a proposal does not meet the above criteria, an application for development approval should be 
lodged with DevelopmentWA.

Not requiring development approval does not constitute an exemption or approval under any other 
legislation or under any other Commonwealth, State or local government requirements. It is the 
landowner’s responsibility to obtain all necessary permits and approvals.
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METRONET EAST

3. Development Approval Requirements

Development applications for additional structures must clearly demonstrate that the proposal meets 
the Performance Standards for Development Approval (section 4) and that the proposal is consistent 
with the principles and provisions of the METRONET East  Redevelopment Scheme and any other 
statutory provisions that may apply, including:

• the objectives of this policy;

• other development policies; and

• design guidelines for the site.

4. Performance Standards for Development Approval

P1. The additional structure improves the amenity of the property by:

• enhancing the enjoyment, use or environmental sustainability of the property;

• being compatible with the design, character, materials and colour scheme of the existing 
building; and

• demonstrating an appropriate level of restraint in scale, bulk and collective number of additional 
structures on the site.

P2. The additional structure supports the amenity of surrounding properties and the public realm by:

• being appropriately located and positioned on the building or site with intrusive structures 
located towards the rear of the site or obscured from view;

• equipment and infrastructure being integrated into the design of the building or appropriately 
screened; and

• prioritising the activation and safety of the public realm by maintaining visual permeability of 
windows and boundary structures at street level.

P3. The additional structure supports the Authority’s vision for the relevant locality by:

• being consistent with the residential or business activity of the site; and

• being compatible with the intended character and amenity of the streetscape and public realm of 
the area.
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METRONET EAST

5. Glossary of Terms

Additional Structure   A minor or ancillary structure, device or equipment added to an   
     existing dwelling, building or surrounding site.

Additional structures can include, but are not limited to:

Boundary Structures   Fences and gates adjacent to streets or public places

Communication Devices  Satellite dishes, radio masts and antennas

Environmental Devices   Solar panels, wind turbines, greenwalls and rain water tanks

Facade Screening   Roller shutters, window tinting or decorative films, sun shades and  
     privacy screens

Piped and Wired Services  Hot water systems, air conditioning units and service meters

Residential Additions   Shade sails, patios, pergolas, garages, carports, small sheds

Document Control
Adoption date: 6 April 2016

Amendment No. Adoption Date Description

1 30 August 2021 Residential Addition exemption criterion 
amendment
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SCARBOROUGH

1. Introduction

Policy purpose
This policy clarifies when proposals for additional structures require development approval and 
provides performance standards to guide the assessment of development applications when 
development approval is required.

Background
The occasional improvement of existing properties with the addition of minor structures and devices 
is a normal and expected part of development and renewal. In seeking to develop streetscapes that 
contribute to a quality, cohesive and legible public realm, DevelopmentWA supports the addition of 
minor structures to properties that are in keeping with the quality streetscapes and buildings within the 
redevelopment area.

Additional structures added to properties, such as front fences, patios, solar panels and satellite 
dishes, are intended to enhance the use and enjoyment of the property. However, additional structures 
must be well designed, of high quality and appropriately sized and located, so as to not adversely affect 
the amenity of the streetscape or adjoining properties. It is also important that the collective amount of 
additional structures on a property do not contribute to visual clutter that detracts from the amenity of 
the area.

Legislative framework
This policy: Development Policy 5 Additional Structures is part of the statutory planning framework 
for the Scarborough Redevelopment Area. It is to be read in conjunction with the Scarborough  
Redevelopment Scheme and any other development policies and design guidelines that may apply.

Where the policy applies
This policy applies to all additional structures proposed in the Scarborough Redevelopment Area.

For information regarding the special requirements for additional structures for heritage places, please 
refer to Development Policy 2 Heritage Places.

DevelopmentWA is the State Government’s land development agency which brings together 
the work of Western Australian Land Authority (formerly trading as LandCorp, now trading 
as DevelopmentWA) (WALA) and the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA). Although 
DevelopmentWA is the common brand, both MRA and WALA will continue to operate as separate 
legal entities.

For the purposes of the Scarborough Redevelopment Scheme, DevelopmentWA is acting 
through the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority under the powers of the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Authority Act 2011 (MRA Act).

SCARBOROUGH

Development Policy 5 
Additional Structures
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SCARBOROUGH

2.Policy Provisions

Objectives
• To facilitate the improvement, use and enjoyment of properties by supporting the installation of 

well-considered additional structures;

• To support the installation of additional structures that help achieve a balance between built 
form, streetscape and environmental outcomes;

• To guide the location and installation of additional structures to maintain the amenity of existing 
buildings, neighbouring properties and the surrounding public realm; and

• To clarify when additional structures are not generally considered to be development under the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Regulations 2011 and therefore do not require development 
approval.
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SCARBOROUGH

Criteria for additional structures not requiring development approval
DevelopmentWA considers that some minor additional structures do not constitute development under 
the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Act 2011 and therefore do not require development approval. 
Satisfying the following criteria would generally result in a proposed additional structure not requiring 
development approval from DevelopmentWA.

A1  Additional structures are to be well designed, installed in a professional manner and   
  constructed from durable, quality materials that are compatible with the building   
  and locality; and

A2 Designed and located to ensure there is no detrimental impacts on the amenity enjoyed by  
	 	 adjoining	places	or	neighbours	by	overshadowing	or	emissions	(including	light,	reflection,		
  heat, wind, noise or odour); and is

• An environmental device located to the rear of the building or site, or on the roof of a 
building, if affixed at the same pitch of the roof;

• A communication device that is small scale, not visible from the street and set back 
1.5 metres from rear or side property boundaries, for grouped or multiple dwellings be 
communal with one antennae servicing several buildings;

• A boundary structure behind the front setback, less than 1.2 metres in height, at least 75% 
visually permeable and truncated at road and cross-over (driveway) intersections;

• A residential addition to a single or grouped dwelling that is lightweight, easily removable 
and satisfies the applicable State Planning Policy 7.3 - Residential Design Codes Volume 
1 (deemed-to-comply), Design Guideline and/or Local Development Plan requirements in 
relation to setback, height, open space and outdoor living area;

• Façade screening applied above ground floor or street level of a building that does not 
enclose balcony areas, is 50% visually permeable and has low reflectivity; or

• Piped or wired services not visible from the street or neighbouring properties or 
screened with landscaping or materials that match the building.

Notes:

Where a proposal does not meet the above criteria, an application for development approval should be 
lodged with DevelopmentWA.

Not requiring development approval does not constitute an exemption or approval under any other 
legislation or under any other Commonwealth, State or local government requirements. It is the 
landowner’s responsibility to obtain all necessary permits and approvals.
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SCARBOROUGH

3. Development Approval Requirements

Development applications for additional structures must clearly demonstrate that the proposal meets 
the Performance Standards for Development Approval (section 4) and that the proposal is consistent 
with the principles and provisions of the Scarborough Redevelopment Scheme and any other statutory 
provisions that may apply, including:

• the objectives of this policy;

• other development policies; and

• design guidelines for the site.

4. Performance Standards for Development Approval

P1. The additional structure improves the amenity of the property by:

• enhancing the enjoyment, use or environmental sustainability of the property;

• being compatible with the design, character, materials and colour scheme of the existing 
building; and

• demonstrating an appropriate level of restraint in scale, bulk and collective number of additional 
structures on the site.

P2. The additional structure supports the amenity of surrounding properties and the public realm by:

• being appropriately located and positioned on the building or site with intrusive structures 
located towards the rear of the site or obscured from view;

• equipment and infrastructure being integrated into the design of the building or appropriately 
screened; and

• prioritising the activation and safety of the public realm by maintaining visual permeability of 
windows and boundary structures at street level.

P3. The additional structure supports the Authority’s vision for the relevant locality by:

• being consistent with the residential or business activity of the site; and

• being compatible with the intended character and amenity of the streetscape and public realm of 
the area.
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SCARBOROUGH

5. Glossary of Terms

Additional Structure   A minor or ancillary structure, device or equipment added to an   
     existing dwelling, building or surrounding site

Additional structures can include, but are not limited to:

Boundary Structures   Fences and gates adjacent to streets or public places

Communication Devices  Satellite dishes and antennas

Environmental Devices   Solar panels and rain water tanks

Façade Screening   Roller shutters, window tinting or decorative films, sun shades and  
     privacy screens

Piped and Wired Services Hot water systems, air conditioning units and service meters

Residential Additions   Shade sails, patios, pergolas, garages, carports, small sheds

Document Control
Adoption date: 17 September 2016

Amendment No. Adoption Date Description

1 30 August 2021 Residential Addition exemption criterion 
amendment
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SUBIACO

1. Introduction

Policy purpose
This policy clarifies when proposals for additional structures require development approval and 
provides performance standards to guide the assessment of development applications when 
development approval is required.

Background
The occasional improvement of existing properties with the addition of minor structures and devices 
is a normal and expected part of development and renewal. In seeking to develop streetscapes that 
contribute to a quality, cohesive and legible public realm, DevelopmentWA supports the addition of 
minor structures to properties that are in keeping with the quality streetscapes and buildings within the 
redevelopment area.

Additional structures added to properties, such as front fences, patios, solar panels and satellite 
dishes, are intended to enhance the use and enjoyment of the property. However, additional structures 
must be well designed, of high quality and appropriately sized and located, so as to not adversely affect 
the amenity of the streetscape or adjoining properties. It is also important that the collective amount of 
additional structures on a property do not contribute to visual clutter that detracts from the amenity of 
the area.

Legislative framework
This policy: Development Policy 5 Additional Structures is part of the statutory planning framework 
for the Subiaco Redevelopment Area. It is to be read in conjunction with the Subiaco Redevelopment 
Scheme and any other development policies and design guidelines that may apply.

Where the policy applies
This policy applies to all additional structures proposed in the Subiaco Redevelopment Area.

For information regarding the special requirements for additional structures for heritage places, please 
refer to Development Policy 2 Heritage Places.

DevelopmentWA is the State Government’s land development agency which brings together 
the work of Western Australian Land Authority (formerly trading as LandCorp, now trading 
as DevelopmentWA) (WALA) and the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA). Although 
DevelopmentWA is the common brand, both MRA and WALA will continue to operate as separate 
legal entities.

For the purposes of the Subiaco Redevelopment Scheme, DevelopmentWA is acting through 
the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority under the powers of the Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Authority Act 2011 (MRA Act).

SUBIACO

Development Policy 5 
Additional Structures
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SUBIACO

2.Policy Provisions

Objectives
• To facilitate the improvement, use and enjoyment of properties by supporting the installation of 

well-considered additional structures;

• To support the installation of additional structures that help achieve a balance between built 
form, streetscape and environmental outcomes;

• To guide the location and installation of additional structures to maintain the amenity of existing 
buildings, neighbouring properties and the surrounding public realm; and

• To clarify when additional structures are not generally considered to be development under the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Regulations 2011 and therefore do not require development 
approval.
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Criteria for additional structures not requiring development approval
DevelopmentWA considers that some minor additional structures do not constitute development under 
the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Act 2011 and therefore do not require development approval. 
Satisfying the following criteria would generally result in a proposed additional structure not requiring 
development approval from DevelopmentWA.

A1  Additional structures are to be well designed, installed in a professional manner and   
  constructed from durable, quality materials that are compatible with the building   
  and locality; and

A2 Designed and located to ensure there are no detrimental impacts on the amenity enjoyed  
	 	 by	adjoining	places	or	neighbours	by	overshadowing	or	emissions	(including	light,	reflection,		
  heat, wind, noise or odour); and is

• An environmental device located to the rear of the building or site, or on the roof of a 
building if affixed at the same pitch of the roof;

• A communication device that is small scale, not visible from the street, set back 1.5 
metres from rear or side property boundaries and for grouped or multiple dwellings be 
communal with one device servicing several buildings;

• A boundary structure, less than 1.2 metres in height, at least 75 per cent visually 
permeable and truncated at road and cross-over (driveway) intersections;

• A residential addition to a single or grouped dwelling that is lightweight, easily removable 
and satisfies the applicable State Planning Policy 7.3 - Residential Design Codes Volume 
1 (deemed-to-comply), Design Guideline and/or Local Development Plan requirements in 
relation to setback, height, open space and outdoor living area;

• Façade screening applied above ground floor or street level of a building that does not 
enclose balcony areas, is 50 per cent visually permeable and has low reflectivity; or

• Piped or wired services not visible from the street or neighbouring properties, or 
screened with landscaping or materials that match the building.

Notes:

Where a proposal does not meet the above criteria, an application for development approval should be 
lodged with DevelopmentWA.

Not requiring development approval does not constitute an exemption or approval under any other 
legislation or under any other Commonwealth, State or local government requirements. It is the 
landowner’s responsibility to obtain all necessary permits and approvals.
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3. Development Approval Requirements

Development applications for additional structures must clearly demonstrate that the proposal meets 
the Performance Standards for Development Approval (section 4) and that the proposal is consistent 
with the principles and provisions of the Subiaco Redevelopment Scheme and any other statutory 
provisions that may apply, including:

• the objectives of this policy;

• other development policies; and

• design guidelines for the site.

4. Performance Standards for Development Approval

P1. The additional structure improves the amenity of the property by:

• enhancing the enjoyment, use or environmental sustainability of the property;

• being compatible with the design, character, materials and colour scheme of the existing 
building; and

• demonstrating an appropriate level of restraint in scale, bulk and collective number of additional 
structures on the site.

P2. The additional structure supports the amenity of surrounding properties and the public realm by:

• being appropriately located and positioned on the building or site with intrusive structures 
located towards the rear of the site or obscured from view;

• equipment and infrastructure being integrated into the design of the building or appropriately 
screened; and

• prioritising the activation and safety of the public realm by maintaining visual permeability of 
windows and boundary structures at street level.

P3. The additional structure supports the Authority’s vision for the relevant locality by:

• being consistent with the residential or business activity of the site; and

• being compatible with the intended character and amenity of the streetscape and public realm of 
the area.



5

Development Policy 5 Additional Structures

SUBIACO

5. Glossary of Terms

Additional Structure   A minor or ancillary structure, device or equipment added to an   
     existing dwelling, building or surrounding site.

Additional structures can include, but are not limited to:

Boundary Structures   Fences and gates adjacent to streets or public places.

Communication Devices  Satellite dishes, radio masts and antennas.

Environmental Devices   Solar panels, small scale wind turbines, greenwalls and rain water  
     tanks.

Façade screening   Roller shutters, window tinting, sun shades and privacy screens.

Piped and wired services Roller shutters, window tinting, sun shades and privacy screens.

Residential Additions   Shade sails, patios, pergolas, garages, carports, small sheds

Document Control
Adoption date: 24 March 2018

Amendment No. Adoption Date Description

1 30 August 2021 Residential Addition exemption criterion 
amendment
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